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would have gladly dispersed as it was not our intention to
break orders. He felt thoroughly crestfallen and ashamed.
Englishmen are afraid of our non-violence. A non-violent
Pathan, they say, is more dangerous than a violent
Pathan.
"If we could assimilate and put into practice the
whole of the doctrine of non-violence as you have explain-
ed it to us, how much stronger and better off we should
be. We were on the brink of utter ruination. But God
in His mercy sent us the non-violence movement to save
us in our extremity. I tell my people, ' What is the use
of your shouting empty slogans about Swaraj ? You have
already got your Swaraj if you have learnt to shed all
fear and to earn an honest, independent living through
manual work as shown by Mahatmaji.' "
Gandhiji suggested to Badshah Khan that if non-
violence was to receive a fair trial, the Khudai Khidmat-
gars must be prepared to go through a rigorous course of
training in constructive non-violence which he had in
mind for them. Badshah Khan had already decided to
establish a training centre and home for the Khudai
Khidmatgars in the village of Marwandi near Utmanzai.
In addition to it, it was decided to start a spinning and
weaving centre in Utmanzai itself, where the people at
large, who were not necessarily Khudai Khidmatgars,
would learn the civilizing and peace-advancing arts of
spinning, weaying and the allied processes.
" My idea, Mahatmaji," Badshah Khan explained, " is-
to make Utmanzai into a model village. The spinning and
weaving centre will serve as a sort of permanent exhibition
for the education of the villagers. At the home for Khudai
Khidmatgars we shall set before us the self-sufficiency
ideal. We shall ,wear only the clothes that we ourselves
produce, eat only such fruits and vegetables as we raise
there and set up a small dairy to provide us with milk.
We shall deny ourselves what we cannot ourselves pro-
duce/'
" Good," remarked Gandhiji. " May I further suggest
that the Khudai Khidmatgars should take their due share